
Notes on contributors

Leon Coburn received his Ph.D. from the University of California, Davis, in
1969. Since then he has taught courses in eighteenth-century British literature and
in composition at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. He assumed the position
of freshman composition director in 1980.

Paula Gaus teaches a wide range of graduate courses in the area of reading educa­
tion. She has taught as an adjunct instructor under a variety of circumstances
during the past 10 years and now works regularly for four different institutions in
New York and Connecticut. Recently appointed to the NCTE Committee on the
Underemployment of College Teachers of English, she will be involved in a study
of adjuncts' views of solutions to the problems faced by part-time faculty. She
recently presented papers at the National Reading Conference and the Interna­
tional Reading Association Conference and has served as consultant in reading to
secondary schools in Arizona, Illinois, and Connecticut and to the Rhode Island
State Department of Education.

William Gracie teaches at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, where he has directed
the freshman English program for the past eight years. A Victorian specialist with
a Ph.D. from Northwestern, he has published articles on nineteenth-century
autobiography in the Journal of Narrative Technique and Victorians Institute
Journal and on composition program evaluation in College Composition and
Communication. He has presented three papers to the CCCC and has recently
completed a term as chairperson of the Composition Section of the Rocky Moun­
tain Modern Language Association.

Linda Peterson teaches both writing and literature at Yale University, where she
is assistant professor of English and faculty administrator for the Committee on
Expository Writing. This year, however, she is neither teaching nor administer­
ing, but instead is on leave writing a book about six Victorian autobiographers.
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Announcements

Maryland Composition Conferencel1982

On Friday, April 16, 1982, the University of Maryland, Prince George's Com­
munity College, Strayer College, and the Council of Writing Program Ad­
ministrators will sponsor Maryland Composition Conference/1982 on the College
Park campus of the University of Maryland. The conference will bring together
teachers and representatives of the business community to address three issues of
concern to those involved in teaching writing or administering writing programs:
new developments in evaluating growth in writing; faculty integration (part-time,
cross-disciplinary, and full-time staff); and a definition of preprofessional
writing.

In addition to individual presentations, guest speakers will include Marcia Farr
of the National Institute of Education, Richard Marius of Harvard University,
Lee Odell of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, and Dwight Stevenson of the
University of Michigan. For registration information write to: Susan Kleimann,
Conference Chairperson, Department of English, University of Maryland, Col­
lege Park, MD 20742.

New editors

We announce with pleasure that the WPA executive committee, at its December
meeting, appointed three new members to the WPA editorial board. They are
Alice G. Brand, University of Missouri, Sr. Louis; Douglas Howard, 51. John
Fisher College, Rochester, NY; and John Presley, Augusta College, Augusta,
GA. These new editors replace three whose terms expired at the end of 1980: Dee
Brock, David Rankin, and Nancy Sommers. We regret losing these members of
the board and thank them for their critical acumen, hard work, and encourage­
ment. We hope they will allow us to call upon their valuable experience and exper­
tise from time to time in the years ahead.

We are also pleased to announce the appointment of two guest editors for the
1982-83 issues of WPA. They are Ben W. McClelland, Rhode Island College,
guest editor, and Bill Smith, University of Utah, associate guest editor.

Writing workshop

The Great Lakes Colleges Association (GLCA) is offering its second cross­
disciplinary writing workshop at Albion College, Albion, Michigan, June 20 to
23, 1982. Faculty members from any discipline, with or without experience in
cross-disciplinary writing, are welcome. The GLCA workshop staff emphasizes
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individual consultation and strives for a balance of the theoretical and practical.
For further information, contact Catherine Lamb, Department of English,
Albion College, Albion, Michigan 49224. Application deadline is May I, 1982.

Regional meetings

Alphabetical index,
WPA, Volumes 1-5 (1977-1982)

Bonner, Thomas, Jr., "Six steps toward departmental engagement in composition."
4, 2 (Winter, 1980), 20

Baraille, Robert R., "A major problem in administering writing programs: Hiring com-
position specialists." 2,2 (Winter, 1978),9-16

Booth, Wayne c., "A cheap, efficient, challenging, sure-fire and obvious devicefor com-
batting the major scandal in highereducationtoday." 5, I (Fall, 1981), 35-39

Brekke,Alice, "The impact of testing on one California university campus: What the EPT
has done to us and for us." 3, 3 (Spring, 1990), 23-26

Brick, Allan, "The CUNY Writing Assessment Test and the teaching of writing."
4,1 (Fall, 1980),28-34

Broder, Peggy, "Such good friends: Cooperation between the English department and
the writinglab." 5, 2 (Winter, 1981), 7-11

Brothers, Barbara, "Three kinds of writing workshops for English teachers."
4,2 {Winter, 1980),21-22

Bruffee, KennethA., Editorial 1, 3(Spring, 1978),6-12
2, 3 (Spring, 1979), 3-5

3, 1 (Fall, 1979), 7-8
4, 1 (Fall, 1980), 7~9

5, I (Fall, 1981),7
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4, I (Fall, 1980), 17-21

5, I (Fall, 1981),9-12

Bataille,Robert R., "Hiring compositionspecialists. "

Blank, Susan, and BethGreenberg, "Living at the bottom."

The first annual Martha's Vineyard workshop for writing program ad­
ministrators, sponsored by Northeastern University and the Council of Writing
Program Administrators, will be held August 7 to 15, 1982. The workshop fee
will be approximately $295. Lodging will be available in private houses for $200,
double occupancy, for nine days. Graduate credit is available. For information
write to Dean Timothy Perkins, College of Arts and Sciences, Northeastern
University, Boston, MA 02115.

The Kentucky Council of Writing Program Administrators held its fall meeting
November 14, 1981, at Elizabethtown Community College. The topic of the con­
ference was "Cross-Discipline Approaches to Writing." Dr. Stephen Manning of
the University of Kentucky spoke on approaches to interdisciplinary writing pro­
grams and the problems inherent in developing such programs. Dr. Manning sug­
gested three interdisciplinary alternatives to the traditional composition
program: a special-interest composition course as a follow-up to a basic ex­
pository composition course; a composition course paired with a course in
another discipline; and a "theme course" using a multi-disciplinary issue or topic
as a focus for writing.

Dr. Manning's presentation was followed by comments by Sarah Dye of Jeffer­
son Community College and Bob Darrell from Kentucky Wesleyan College.
Ms. Dye discussed ways of developing inter-institutional cooperation for cross­
discipline writing. Dr. Darrell voiced his concern that interdisciplinary writing
programs change the course content from writing to another discipline.

Summer workshops for WPAs
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Peterson Linda "Gelling a little help from our (literary) friends."
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Rankin, David, "A common-sense approach to administration."
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teaching style." 3, 2 (Winter, 1979), 17-24
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Teich, Nathaniel, "TSWE for placement in skills and basic composition courses."
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White, Edward M., "The California State University
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HOUGHIDN MlFFIDl

••
C.mp.altl.n

"a",l.allnglish Handb••k
Sixth Ielltl.n
Floyd C. Watkins and William B. Dillingham
Both of Emory University
About 400 pages. paper
Instructor's Annotated Edition. Diagnostic
Test. Correction Chart. Now available
Through five best-selling editions, brevity,
clarity, and wit have made the Practical
English Handbook first In practicality and
accessibility, While avoiding unnecessary
theory and verbiage, Watkins and
Dillingham's handbook covers all aspects
of language and style, plus the basics
of writing themes, literary papers, and
research assignments.

Substantial rewriting and refocusing
make the Sixth Edition even c1earer­
fuller, yet even more compact. Features
of the revision include a new review of
grammar, a new model research paper on
a Thurber drawing, a new approach to
writing about literature, and fresh
examples and exercises.

"a"'I." Inglish W.rkb••k
Sa••nd Ielltl.n
Floyd C. Watkins and William B_ Dillingham
John T. Hiers, Valdosta State College
About 272 perforated pages. paper
Instructor's Manual. Now available
For students who need extra help with the
basics of writing, this unusually thorough
workbook provides straightforward expla­
nations and a wealth of interesting short
exercises.

The easier-to-use Second Edition offers
expanded explanations of errors, more
examples and instructions for each set of
exercises, and extra exercise sets for more
difficult problems. Items are generally
shorter and simpler.

A Contemporary Bhetioric
Third Ielltl.n
Maxine Hairston
University of Texas at Austin
About 576 pages. cloth
Instructor's Manual. Now available
Devoting much more attention to the
writing process, Hairston's new edition
fosters understanding of the process
through a visual analogy. The revision
also includes a new chapter on the library
paper, more instruction on sentence
combining and structuring paragraphs,
more material on Rogerten logic, new
contemporary examples, more use of stu­
dent writing samples, and new exercises
and assignments.

Refreshingly forthright, down-to-earth
discussion, an emphasis on persuasive
writing, and a practical stance continue
to distinguish Hairston's successful text.

Th f Writing:
Dlsc ry and C.ntr.l
Se••nd Ielltl.n
A. D. Van Nostrand, Brown University
C. H_ Knoblauch, New York University
Joan Pettigrew, Boston University
About 224 pages. paper
Instructor's Manual. Just published
Van Nostrand, Knoblauch, and Pettigrew
offer a coherent process approach to com­
position, with emphasis on how to begin
and sustain writing. Central to the process
is audience analysis

The authors assume that writing is
normally intended to be read; therefore,
peer review of writing-as well as response
to the instructor's com ments -becomes the
basis for revision. A practical application
section in each chapter suggests group
writing and revision assignments.

!orm and Styla:
!heses, Reportis, !erm Papers
Sixth lelltI.n
William Giles Campbell
Stephen Vaughan Ballou
Carole Slade, Columbia University
About 208 pages. spiralbound
Now available
A thoroughly revised edition of the highly
successful, detailed guide to all aspects of
developing, writing, and typing papers. Re­
organization, expanded discussions, and
added examples and facsimile pages make
the Sixth Edition an even more efficient
resource, for both graduate and under­
graduate papers. The latest MLA recom­
mendations are incorporated

Prom Experience tio Expression:
A CollegeRhetoric, Second Edition
Joseph Comprone, University of Louisville
505 pages. paper. Instructor's Manual
1981
Com prone's exciting Second Edition
systematically develops rhetorical and
grammatical skills while emphasizing the
cornposmg process.

Guiding students from writing about
personal experiences to more abstract
writing, Comprone takes an inductive,
functional approach that fosters student
discovery of principles.

The Informed Wri1ier
Charles Bazerman
Baruch College, City University of New York
360 pages. paper. Instructor's Manual
1981
Bazerman's text prompts students to
Interact With what they read in order to
produce writing that's both well informed
and original Teaching skills of reading,
analyzing, and synthesizing source
material, Bazerman shows students how
to develop content and articulate their
own thoughts in relation to the ideas
of others.

Writing with a Pup...
Saventh lelltI.n
James M. McCrimmon
Contributing authors: Susan Miller
The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Webb Salmon, Florida State University
557 pages. cloth. Teaching with a
Purpose (instructor's manual) • 1980

Writing with aPurp.... Sh.rt lelltI.n
Ba..d.n the Saventh Ielltlen
400 pages. paper. Teaching
With a Purpose. 1980

Da.elopmentsl Titlea

Thinking In Senten••a:
A llnlde t. mear Writing
Nancy Cavender and Leonard Weiss
Both of College of Marin
About 160 pages. spiral bound
Instructor's Manual. Now available
Cavender and Weiss's innovative new text
provides a real alternative, Focusing on
clear thinking rather than grammar,
Cavender and Weiss develop students'
ability to move from concrete to abstract
thinking, to understand logical sentence
structure. to gather and evaluate
evidence. and to draw conclusions,

Foundation: Building Sentence Skills
jbcmas E. Neuburger
About 384 pages. paper. Instructor's
Manual. Instructor's Support Package
Just published
Using a class-tested method, Neuburger
teaches students how to correct their most
common errors in sentence structure
punctuation, and word usage. '

The very gradual progression of skills
keeps even the most poorly prepared
student from becoming lost.

!.ena: A C.nega Inglish Handbo.k
Kim Flachmann
California State College. Bakersfield
432 pages. paper. Instructor's Manual
1981

Grassroots: fhe Writer's Workbook
!.rml
Susan Fawcett
Alvin Sandberg, Bronx Community College
227 pages. spiral bound
Instructor's Manual. 1981

Also by Fawcett and Sandberg
Grassrootis: the Writer'. Workbook
FormA
227 pages. spiral bound
Instructor's Manual. 1976

I.ergreen: A llnlcle to lasl. Writing
322 pages. spiralbound
Instructor's Manual. 1980

Baaellng Skllla Handb••k
Se••nd leIIU.n
Harvey S. Wiene.r, LaGuardia Community
College, City University of New York
Charles Bazerman
Baruch College, City University of New York
About 352 perforated pages. paper
Instructor's Manual. Now available
Wiener and Bazerman's highly successful
text covers all the basic reading skills
from vocabu lary development and compre­
hension to mterpretatton and evaluation
plus study skills. '

Also by Wiener and Bazerman
Ingllah Sklna Handb••k:
Beaellng and WriUng
343 pages. paper. Instructor's Manual
1977

For adoption conSideration, request exammation
copies from your regional Houghton Mifflin office,

~~ Houghton Mifflin
Dallas, TX 75234 Geneva, IL 60134
Hopewell, Nj 08525 Palo Alto, CA 94304
Boston, MA 02108

WPA: Writing Program Administration 
Volume 5, Number 3, 1982 
© Council of Writing Program Administrators



.....the finest textbook I have ever encountered for composition cIasses."*

SCHOLES AND COMLEY'S
THE PRACTICE OF WRITING

Here are just a few of the comments we've received from
your colleagues across the country.

*"1 believe it is the finest textbook 1 have ever encountered for composition classes.
Not one page, not one word, is wasted; every bit of material is releuant."

-Maria Oparnica
CaliforniaState University, Long Beach

"[ can't stop reading it long enough to mark my papers-not on topics as inspired as
those in the text. I love the practicalityand realism of establishing the forms of discourse
as the heart of the book's content and assignments. I love more the kind attention
shown in selecting such things as 'We Real Cool' for a lesson in syntax and James
Fenimore Coopers awful passives for a lesson in adopting active verbs. To show that
extraordinary writing isjust writingand that ityields itselfto humor and emulation, lends
itself as a tool for developing skills, is to humanize writing and writers and bring the
practice of writinginto the real world-a world shown to be properly proised by words.
This book gives me words for what I've been wanting to say and ways to help students
write something worthwhile. I think it's what I've been waiting for"

-Marjorie Wells
San Antonio College

"I am very enthusiastic about this text, Simply, its the best one I've seen. It renews my
confidence that writing assignments can interest and challenge my students. Scholes
and Comley are acutely sensitive to the intellectual/emotional needs of college fresh-
men. There is wit and life in this book." A J hnst- nne 0 ,,,",one

State University of New York-Albany

"This book is organized in a new and useful way. The organization emphasizes the
structures of uarious kinds of writing instead of treating the all-important concept of
structure in a brief, pedestrian section as so many texts do. The assignments are
excellent. Having students use a persona, giving them full, explicit instructions, provid­
ing them with ample "content"-all these are tremendous aids."

-George Wolff
Clermont College, University of Cincinnati

If you haven't already received a complimentary examination copy of
THE PRACTICE OF WRITING,

please call Merrill Farnsworth today on our tolltree number. 18001 221-7945,
to have one rushed out to you. Or write to:

St. Martin's Press
175 Fifth Avenue· New York, N.Y. 10010

Past members, WPA Executive Committee

Harry Crosby, 1976-81
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Enid Bogle, 1978-80
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Margaret Furcron, 1977-78
Winifred Horner, 1978-79
Michael Joyce, 1977-78
Erika Lindemann, 1978-79
Ellen Nold, 1978-79
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David Sloane, 1977-78
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Membership in the
Council of Writing Program Administrators

Membership in the Council of Writing Program Administrators includes a sub­
scription to WPA. The membership fee is $10 a year in the United States and
$11.50a year in other countries.•

To apply for membership, please fill out this form and return it with a check or
money order payable to the Council of Writing Program Administrators. Send
the form and fee to Joseph Comprone, Treasurer, WPA, English Department,
University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky 40208.

Date _

N""' ~ _
Title

Institution _

Address _

Amount enclosed ____ $10 $11.50

"Members who join during the period September 1 through January 15 will
receive the fall, winter, and spring issues of the current year's volume. Members
who join from January 15 through September I will receive the last issue of the
current year (spring) and the first two issues of the next volume (fall and winter).

Change or revision of name and address. If the name or address printed on your
WPA mailing label is incorrect or has changed, please print the complete, correct
information below and send it to Kenneth A. Bruffee, Editor, WPA, English
Department, Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, New York 11210.

40
WPA: Writing Program Administration 
Volume 5, Number 3, 1982 
© Council of Writing Program Administrators




