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Writing with a Purpose
Ninth Edition
Joseph F. Trimmer
Ball Slale University
James M. McCrimmon

Also by Trimmer and McCrimmon
Writing with a Purpose
Short Edition

Ever2reen: A Guide to Wriling
Third Edition
Su.~an C. ."awcett
Ahin Sandberg

Aho by Fawcett and Sandberg
Grassroots: The Writer's Workbook
Third Edition

Writing Skills Handbook
Second Edition
Charles Bazerman, Baruch College,
City University of New York
HarH~ S. Wiener, LaGuardia Community
College, City University of New York

A Guide to the Whole Writing Process
Second Edition
Jack Blum, Long Beach City College
Carolyn Brinkman
Long Beach City College
Elizabeth Hoffman
Uni\er~ityof Southern California
Da\id Peck
California State University, Long Beach

Patterns: A Short Prose Reader
Second Edition
Mar~- Lou Conlin
Cuyahoga Community College

Also bv Conlin
Patterns Plus: A Short Prose Reader
with Argumentation
Second Edition

Thinking Criticall~'

Second Edition
John Chaffee, LaGuardia Community
College. City University of New York

Also available
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The Beacon Handbook
Robert Perrin, Indiana State University

The Dolphin Reader
Shorter Edition
Douglas Hunt, University of Missouri

Also by Hunl
The Dolphin Reader

The Riverside Reader, Volume 1
Second Edition
The Riverside Reader, Volume 2
Second Edition
Joseph F. Trimmer
Maxine Hairston
University of Texas at Austin

Contemporary Composition
Four.h Edition
Maxine Hairston

Also by Hairston
Contemporary Composition
Short Edition

Practical English Handbook
Seventh Edition
Floyd C. Watkins
William B. Dillingham
Both of Emory University
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Editor's Note

This issue ends my five year term as editor of WPA. Beginning with
Volume 12 the journal returns to Utah State University, a long time
friend and supporter of the National Council of Writing Program
Administration. Christine Hult, the new editor, brings a new perspective
and wide range of administrative experience to the journal. Two of her
articles have appeared between our covers (Volumes 8 and 10) and
contributed immensely to the success of each of those issues. Under
Chris's editorship we can expect the quality of the journal to increase as
she voices the Council's professional concerns through her editorials and
shapes the nature of writing program administration through her edi­
torial policies. We are, indeed, fortunate to have Christine Hult as the
new editor of WPA.

The WPA owes a large debt to dozens of people who have supported its
efforts during the past five years. In particular, we'd like to thank Vice
President William lye, Dean Robert Hoover, and Professors Patricia
Gardner, Kenneth Hunsaker, Ken Brewer, Ronald Shook, and Aden
Ross of Utah State University. Dean Elske Smith, College of Humanities
and Sciences, Dorothy Scura, Chair of the Department of English, and
Professors C. Williams Griffin and James Kinney of Virginia Common­
wealth University have generously supported the WPA during its resi­
dency in Virgina. Ann Friedli, Charlotte Wright, and Lynn Graham-all
excellent typists and proofreaders-spent long hours putting the finish­
ing touches on numerous issues of the journal. Nancy Perry, St. Martin's
Press, has contributed generously her time, energy, and good nature to
the support of the journal, and the Council's summer workshops. To all
of these friends and colleagues, the WPA owes much gratitude.

I personally wish to thank Ken Bruffee, the founding editor of WPA,
for his wise and practical advice during the first three years of my tenure
as editor. And finally, I thank my dear friend and mentor, Harvey Wiener,
for his encouragement and moral support of the journal. Without Har­
vey's unbounding optimism and faith in me and the WPA, the journal
would be much less than it is.

Bill Smith
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