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Miller / Review: Centering Madness in the Academe

to medical resources further divides students with mental disabilities from
the norms of academe. While providing students with access to resources
is undoubtedly an important part of our role as teachers, Price argues that
viewing individuals with mental disability as sources of violence fails to
address “[I]Jarger social forces contributing to a culture of violence” (175).

In her two closing chapters, Price represents the voices and experi-
ences of people with mental disabilities—particularly outside of academe.
Chapter 5, “Her Pronouns Wax and Wane,” examines three autobiogra-
phies composed by women with mental disabilities. Price analyzes how
the authors inventively employ shifts between pronouns to assert their own
counter-diagnosis, challenging topoi of coherence and truth. This chapter
contributes to work on disability memoir and offers a potential essay for
students to read as a model of close rhetorical analysis. Price moves into a
qualitative study in Chapter 6, “In/ter/dependent Scholarship.” Focusing
on the experiences of three independent scholars with mental disabilities,
Price employs accessible methodology—co-determining with participants
the modes for interviews and co-analyzing the data. Collaboratively, Price
and these three independent scholars examine topoi of independence in
academe and how norms around scholarship, publication, productivity, and
credentials often bar individuals with mental disabilities from participation.
Conversely, the role of independent scholar offers a critique of those aca-
demic norms and an important venue for scholarship outside of the con-
straints of higher education.

The scope of Mad at School is at once admirably broad and pragmatically
specific: critiquing the adherence to rationality and norms in academic dis-
course and providing ways to move toward access for students and teachers.
What’s more, Price’s passion for bringing mental disability to the forefront
of our discussions about higher education is apparent. “I wrote this book
because I could not go any longer without writing it,” says Price in the last
line of her introduction (24). She similarly explains a deep commitment
to including her final chapter focused on the experiences of independent
scholars with mental disabilities “because, quite simply, I could not bear to
publish this book without careful attention to those who operate outside
the privileged borders of academe” (22). Careful attention is indeed what
Mad at School offers: attention to people with mental disabilities, the chal-
lenges they face in higher education discourses and spaces, and the signifi-
cant insight that they have to offer to educators and administrators—par-
ticularly in Writing Studies. Price urges each of us to pay attention, take
action, and learn, reminding us that both listening and trying are necessary
to support our diverse bodies and minds in the university: “we must try,
think, query, flex, observe, listen, and try again” (101). That is the effort
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