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WPA Journal schedule

Notes: When we receive a manuscript, one of us sends it out to two EB members, for review (we have a standard form for reviewers).

We try to match-up the focus of a manuscript with the interests our EB members have expressed, but that's not always possible.

We have a very large Editorial Board, so people only have to do one or so manuscripts per year. Most are very responsive.

Rarely, we have to remind reviewers that they owe us their comments, or assign an essay to a third reader.

Once we get reviewer comments back, we make a decision on whether or not to ask the author to revise. If we decide to ask for a

revision, we synthesize the reviewer comments and also send those comments to the author. We do not give deadlines for revisions.

If we decide to reject, we again synthesize the comments but generally do NOT send reviewer comments to the author of a rejected mss.

We also try to decide at this point whether or not the mss. will again be sent for review, once we have a revision in-hand.

Once we accept the mss., we send it along to our copy editing folks.

F 2007 ISSUE (issue 1) 31.1/2
SP 2008 ISSUE (issue 2) 31.3 <-- 2007 -->
January February March April  May June  July August  September October November December
2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007
ALL Mss. to copy editors (1) (2) F 2007 ‘ ‘ SP 2008 ‘ ‘
Copy editor sends to authors / back from authors F 2007 SP 2008 ‘
ALL Mss. back from copy editors F 2007 SP 2008
Sequence essays F 2007 SP 2008
All advertisements in (3) F 2007 SP 2008
TO typesetting (4) F 2007 SP 2008
BACK from typesetting F 2007 SP 2008
DONE reading page proofs (5) F 2007 SP 2008
F 2007 SP 2008
MAILED OUT (6) SP 2007 F 2007
Notes:
(1) The fall issue (the first issue for the new editorial team) already has six essays scheduled, so it's basically done.
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The spring 2008 issue is planned to be a special issue, with guest editors, who already are requesting essay submissions.

The fall 2008 issue already has one essay scheduled. \

As of 5/06, we have 3 essays being revised and 7 out for review. Those 10 will produce about 6 publishable essays (one issue's worth)!

(2) ASU provided copy-editing support. These editors carefully read each manuscript and sent queries to the authors,

asking about things that were unclear, grammatically incorrect, etc. Once they received answers back from

authors, they sent the manuscripts back to us, for typesetting.

(3) we had someone who handled the advertising -- requesting page-ready copies, quoting advertising rates, etc., so you'll also need such a person.

(4) we made typesetting part of our proposal to WPA, and Barry hired someone to do it.

(5) we enlisted a number of graduate students to help with proofing. Each of them would mark their copy; Greg would put all the comments

into one document. Then he'd call Barry, who'd pull up the electronic file and make corrections on the screen.

(6) this has been handled at the "institutional home," so once we sent the e-copy to the printer, that ended our work.

Other notes:

- always send a "permission to publish" form with the final acceptance email; they print, sign, and return

- we decided on an essay to use in our "grounding sessions" at Cs and at WPA; we had to get the author's permission to do so

- we sent around the essay electronically to all EB members before Cs and WPA,; also brought a few extra hard copies

- we had a "meet the editors" session at Cs and WPA for potential authors to talk with us \ \

- we had to get authors mailing addresses, as each receives two free copies of the journal their essay or review appears in

- Duku Anoyke at ASU West has been handling book reviews. She assigned them and sent them to the copy editors, etc.

People needs:

One person to handle all submissions (receiving them; sending them out for review; pestering reviewers; assigning 3rd reviews)

One or two people to synthesize reviewer comments for authors

Editorial team needs to make final "publish or not" decisions

Five or six folks to proofread

Someone to handle advertising

Someone to handle typesetting

Someone to handle manuscript copyediting (we were very fortunate to have the support of a college editing team), corresponding

with authors, etc.

-- one issue with someone "outside the field" doing editing is that they may not understand commonplaces, common usage, etc.

, and they h

ave

to ask and make suggestions in a kind and gentle manner




